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Accuse Washington of Overreacting 
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MOSCOW, Feb. 23 — Senior Rus- 
sian government and intelligence 
officials rolled their eyes at the spy 
furor in Washington today, dismiss- 
ing it as trifling and the American 
reaction as naive, or perhaps a jeal- 
ous rejoinder to Russia’s recent 
diplomatic success in Bosnia. 

At the same time, President Boris 
Yeltsin’s top spokesman unleashed a 
Cold War-style tirade against NATO, 
accusing the Western alliance of 
warmongering in Bosnia. 

In the comments of several top 
officials, there was an undertone of 
concern that for the first time since 
the collapse of Soviet communism, 
tensions between Washington and 
Moscow may challenge the partner- 
ship between the Cold War rivals. 

On the spy case, Russian officials 
accused Washington of overreact- 
ing. But at the same time, no one in 
the Russian government denied 
that Aldrich Ames, the CIA official 
arrested this week on suspicion of 
espionage, had spied for Moscow. 

“there is nothing sensational in 
the fact that intelligence services 
are working in various countries,” 
said Yuri Kobaladze, chief spokes- 
man for Russia’s Foreign Intelli- 
gence Service, a successor agency 
to the KGB. Speaking on Russian 
television, Kobaladze said: “This is 
totally the problem of Washington, 
the CIA and the FBI. It doesn’t in- 
volve us.” 

Kobaladze also warned Washing- 
ton against upsetting bilateral re- 
lations. “We have to be very careful 
not to rock the boat,” he told the 
Reuter news agency. 

Yeltsin’s chief spokesman, 

Vyacheslav Kostikov, warned 

Washington against “returning to 
the psychology of the Cold War and 
whipping up distrust and a new 
wave of spy mania,” which would 
“contradict the ideas of an interna- 
tional partnership for peace.” 

Ames is a former chief of the 
CIA’s counterintelligence branch 
for the Soviet Union and then Rus- 


sia. He was arrested Monday with 
his wife and charged with furnishing 
secrets to Moscow since 1985 in 
return for about $1.5 million. 

The Russian remarks playing 
down the case came as U.S. Ambas- 
sador Thomas Pickering delivered a 
formal protest today to Deputy For- 
eign Minister Sergei Lavrov, who 


was standing in for Foreign Minis- 
ter Andrei Kozyrev. 

Kozyrev, traveling in Poland, had 
the most soothing reaction to the 
spy scandal. In a news conference in 
Krakow, he said: “I think we have 
already reached a stage in our re- 
lations where any incident requires 
proof. I rule out any breakdown in 
our partnership. There may be 
complications, so we need to sta- 
bilize our partnership.” 

Oleg Kalugin, a retired KGB gen- 
eral, said in an interview that both 
U.S. and Russian spying has con- 
tinued much as before but has lost 
much of the subversive nature of 
Cold War times. 

“This is something we have to 
live with,” Kalugin said. “I think this 
case has been overdramatized by 


“This is totally the 
problem of 
Washington , the 
CIA and the FBI. It 
doesn’t involve us.” 

— Intelligence spokesman 
Yuri Kobaladze 

U.S. officials. Look, we did have 
KGB guys arrested in Moscow as 
CIA spies, and nobody ever de- 
manded the withdrawal of [U.S.] 
embassy officials. I would take this 
as one of those episodes left over 
from the Cold War." 

Sounding like a professional sa- 
voring a particularly pretty piece of 
tradecraft, he added: “This is a ma- 
jor coup for the Soviets, the fact 
that [Ames] worked for so long for 
the Soviets. . . . It’s also a major 
coup for U.S. counterintelligence. 
So I would congratulate both.” 

Kalugin and other analysts noted 
that U.S. espionage in Russia does 
not appear to have diminished since 
the Soviet Union collapsed at the end 
of 1991. Last month, on the eve of 
President Clinton’s visit to Moscow, 
a top Russian counterintelligence 
official said in a news conference 
here that 20 Russians had been ar- 
rested recently for spying — presum- 
ably including at least some working 
for U.S. intelligence agencies. The 
announcement received little pub- 
licity and was not remarked upon by 
other Russian officials. 


Russia’s independent Interfax 
news agency quoted an unnamed*/ 
senior Russian diplomat as express// 
ing surprise that Washington chose’/ 
to make the Ames case public: “Out/; 
agents work in the U.S., and Amer-/ 
ican agents work in Russia. It is busi-^ 
ness as usual.” 

The official added: “Some U.S!/ 
diplomats working for the CIA and'!’ 
some Russian citizens could be ex-*'* 
posed [as spies for the U.S.], but we - 
don’t do this. The Americans don’t :i - 
do this either. Why should they cast/ 
a shadow on relations with Russia? It “‘ 
is here that the Clinton administra*/* 
tion gains the most points. . . 
Americans tend to be overly emo- : > 
tional, acting first and thinking next. 

It looks like this is the case now.“ • 

According to Interfax, the diplo- 
mat also warned that cooperation*, 
between the two countries on com-g 
bating drug trafficking and other in- r 
ternational problems might be cur- 
tailed if Washington presses the 
Ames case. 

Several Russian analysts sug-.. 
gested that the Clinton administra-/ 
tion may have been motivated to use* ' 
the Ames case to embarrass Russia/ 
because of official Washington’s dis-“ 
comfort over Moscow’s role in avert-.,, 
ing airstrikes around Sarajevo. 

Under the threat of NATO’s u!- : 
timatum to bomb Serb artillery po- ! 
sitions besieging the Bosnian capital, '’ 
Russia moved 400 of its troops under ' 
the U.N. flag into the conflict zone"/’’ 
last weekend and persuaded the" 
Serbs to withdraw. The move left"- 
many U.S. officials suspicious 
Moscow’s motives, with some saying-*” 
it would have the effect of partition-, 
ing Sarajevo and helping the Serbs at/ 
the expense of the Muslim-led Bos- * 
nian government. *■ 

The Kremlin, for its part, trum-C 
peted its role as a triumph for Yeltsin”"- 
and Russian diplomacy and a sign ©f# 
Russia’s reemergence as a power om’’ 
the world stage. -j> 

Kostikov, Yeltsin’s spokesman/ 
harshly criticized NATO’s reaction 
to Russia s role in Bosnia. ' From' . 
NATO [and Western diplomats}*? 
come statements in which can bex: 
heard scarcely hidden disappoint- 
ment that NATO had not managed to C 
use its attack aircraft,” he said todays.;. 

He accused the West of seeking to/ 
deny Russia credit for its diplomatic^ 
coup. “There is an impression that^ 
NATO, despite its peacekeeping/ 
rhetoric, is still a prisoner of the ide- t> 
ologv of the Cold War,” he said. ■[ 


